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: )* /I i', I I " ) SECTION VI.-WEATHER AND DATA FOR THE MONTH. 

TEE WEATHER OF THE MONTH. 

By P. 0. DAY, Climatologiut and Chief of Division. 

Pressure.-The distribution of the mean atmospheric 
pressure over tlie United States and Canada and the 
prevailing directions of the winds are graphically shown 
on chart VII, while the averige values for the month 
at the several stations, with the departures from the 
normal, are shown in Tables I and 111. 

For the month as a whole, barometric pressure was 
above the normal over practically the entire country, as 
in the preceding month, only limited areas near the c.entra1 
and northern Pacific coast showing values near or slightly 
below the normal. The positive departures were quite 
marked and uniform over all distncts east of the Rocky 
Mountains, being somewhat more pronounced, however, 
in the central and southern sections. 

At the beginning of the month an estensive area of 
moderately high pressure overspread all dis tiicts from 
the Rocky Mountains eastward, but this gave way about 
the 3d to relatively low pressure and unsettle3 conditions, 
which continued over the more eastern districts till 
about the 8th. Froin the 8th to  the 12th pressure was 
again high over the central and southern States, with 
lower barometer readinos to the northward, and from 
the 14th to the 24th raaier marked high pressure again 
obtained over practically all eastern sections of tlie coun- 
try. From the last-named date to the 28th a storm nrea 
passed eastward over the northern tier of States and the 
southern Canadian provinces, and a t  the same time low 
pressure prevailed over the Plateau and Rncky Mountain 
regions. The month closed with relatirely low pressure 
over the more northern districts and with high pressure 
to the southward. 

The distribution of the highs and lows for tlie month 
was favorable for the occurrence of southerly winds as 
the prevailing direction over the great central valleys 
and the Plains region, and of northerly or northwesterly 
winds over the Middle and North Atlantic States, while 
the prevailing directions were variable in the South 
Atlantic States and from the Rocky Mountain region 
westward to the Pacific coast. 

Tempertcture.-The cool weather over the northern 
districh during the latter part nf April, referred to in the 
last report, gave way to warmer weather about the be,rrin- 
ning of the present month, and after the first few days 
warm weather revailed over all central and eastern 

during the first week, the minimum temperature falling 
below freezing a t  many points in that region and to near 
20' in parts of W oming and to the northward. This 

the Gulf States by tlie 9th, but with diminished tendency 
to low tem eratures, except over the more northern 
districts, w 1 ere it continued cold, with some frost. 
Followin the cold area warmer weather overspread the 
districts 7J etween the Rocky Mountains and the Missis- 
sippi River, and by the 10th temperatures had risen to 
normal or above over practically all parts of the country, 

sections, but coo I; weather obtained in the far Northwest 

cool area advance B to the central valleys and thence to 

eave almg the nl!rthern bi~riler from the Great Lakes 
wes t.wurcl. 

About the 11 th uneeascmably cold weather advanced 
from the Caandian Northwest, with niinimum tempera- 
tures below freezing and with frosts at  many points in 
the northern Plains and Mountain districts. Durin the 
nest few days tlie cold area overspread the central va 3 leys 
and eastern States, and by the 15th or lGth frost had 
estendcd into the Lake regicq northern New Yo&, and 
the interior of New England. Following this cool 
spell there mas a tendency t i l  warmer weather over most 
districts, ancl by the 26th warni weather was general 
over all sections from the Plains region emtward, but 
some sharp falls in temperature llacl cmurred in tho 
Rvclry Mountmain and Plateau regions, with frost reported 
frimi esposed points. During the nest few days the 
cod area inovell over the nitwe nvrtliern districts to New 
Englnnd, but the weather cmtinued warm over the 
southeast, the maximum temyerutures over much of 
tile east Gulf States, and on the 29th equaling or sli htly 
esceeding any prerions reclmls for the 1tx.t cleca 2 e of 
Nay, and reaching looo a t  points in Georgia. 

The niean tenipemture for the month as a whole was 
above tlie normal in all districts, save in Tesas and 
Oldahonin and portions of the adjoining States and in 
southern California. l'lie greatest plus departures oc- 
curred in tile central and northern Plateau districts, the 
west Lake region, and along the Atlantic coast from 
Virginia northward ti:# southern New England. Over the 
greater part of the country the departures, however, 
were nn t marked, the nil-mthly mean temperatures being 
near the normal. 

Preci~ifut.ioie.-Tlie niont,h opened wit.h unsett,led, 
rainy conditions in t.he Southwest, including the central 

ortions of the Roc.ky h.lount,ain and Plnt,eau regions. 
fluring t,he first week t,he rain area extended eastward 
and nort.heast~wartl t.0 the Atlantic c.oast,, ancl by t.he end 
rain had occurred over practically dl  eastern districts, 
wit.11 some snow in the more northern portions. The 

recipitntion mas heavy in portions of t.he cent,ral Rocky 
Lountain and Plains regions and t,lie west Gulf States. 

From t.he 10th t,o the 13th a stomi area moved froni 
t.he central iiiountain districts enst,wnrcl to the Atlantic 
coast,, ;~cconi anied by solile hewy rains in portions of 
the upper h P ississippi Trnlley :tnd the Lake region, and 
by t,he latter date some 1it.nv-y falls had again occurred in 
Tesns. Prom the nii~-ldle of t.he nionth t.ill about the 
25th generally fair wedier  obtained over racticall all 

barometric pressure, but showers were frequent in b e 
Southwest, nncl in port,ions of the Plains States and u per 
hlississippi Valley, with sonie further heavy falls in t 1 ose 
dist,rict,s. Froin the 25th to the end of the month 
unset,tlecl showery conclit,ions prevailed over most eastern 
sections, save in t,he east Gulf and Middle and South 
Atlantic St.ilt,es, and portions of the Ohio and middle 
Mississippi Vdle-ys, wlth sonie still further hea falls 
in the Plains States, including Texas, the upper%ssis- 
sippi Valley, and the Lake region. 

east.ern districts, which were under the in B uence of "p 
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The preci itation for the month as a whole was heavy 

from 6 to 10 inches, and also in Oklnhoma, western Ran- 
sas, and the eastern portions of Colorixlo and New Mesico, 
where they ranged from 4 to 6 inches or above. The 
ainounts were also generous, ranging from 4 to 6 iiiclies 

satisfactory growth, but by the close of the month some 
In the PacXc 

coast States the weather was favorable for all farming 
operations. 

- .  - 

in most of 5;. exas, where the monthly amounts ranged dry-farming districts were needing rain. 

Average accumulated 
- - -  __.  . . . 

. 5.1 0.: 

5.X 5.61 TO., +l.i 

3.2l +o. ! 
4.1I +o. : 
J. 5 +o. t 

5.31 +I. 1 

4.91 -1." 
1.68 +O. t 

or more in the Lake region and the upper Mississippi 
and Missouri Valleys, while amounts rangng from 3 to 4 
inches were received over ract.ically all portions of the 

inches occurred in iiiuch of the Rocky Mount,ain nncl 
Plateau regions, but in the cent.rnl nntl southern ortions 

the amounts were quite generally less t,hitn 1 inch, but, 
along the n0rt.h Pac& const they mere slightly in escess 
of 2 inches. In  the At,lnntic const districts, the central . . . 

and enst Gulf States, most of t;he Oliio and portions of 
the middle blississippi Valleys the recipibataon for the 

over large portions of these districts, resulting in srvere 
drought. 

Dlstricts. 

Plains region not previous f y mentioned. From 1 t.o 2 

of the plateau and thence westwvnrrl to the Pnvi P c. cniist 

month was markedly cleficicnt, less t. P inn 1 inch occ.urring 
New Eng:land .-...... 
Middle Atlantic...... 
sontll .\tlantic....... 

~ ~ ~ $ u ~ ~ i - ~ - ~ ; ~ :  
West Gull ..______.__ 
Ohio Valley and Ten- 

GENERAL SUMMARY. nessee.... ......... 
Lower Lakes.. . ._ . . . 
Upper Lakes.. . ._ - _. The weather of the nionth was churacterizcd by the 

sustained absence of miidfall wit.h sewre droughty con- 
ditions in the Southe,astera Stat.es and portions of the 
Ohio and niiddle Mississippi vnlleys, and the eswssirr 
moisture received in t,he Southwest., especially Tesns m d  
Oklahoma. The month clerclopecl one of the severrst 
spring dr0ught.s ever known in portions of t,he South 
Atlantic and East Gulf Stnt.es, and other large areas of 
the clroug;ht,v region suffered sererelv froni loclc of suf- 

pr~y.wt~~~..~ tauey... .......... 
E,";&;:;;-:::: 
Middle SIO e.. . . -. -. . 
~~~$~~~ &$ti;:::: 
Northern Middle P h t m ~ - - - -  Plateau .... 
North Pwific ........ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ $ ~ ~ : : : : : : :  

6!2 
68 
70 
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- - - ... 

Temperature. 
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!partwe8 for May, 1914. 
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+ 9. 
5. 
4 

+17. 
+ll. 
+lo. 
+14. 

. be lanted. On the other h:ind, the excessive moisture 

proper cultivation of the soil. 
I n  the principal corn and winder whent growing St.at,es 

conditions were favornble in t,he States to westwfird of B,lnalo,N.Y..~. . . .  
the Mississi pi .River antl over t,he nort,liern poriions of GrEic,.iiGi; yi--: 

sout.hern portion of t,he enstern belt. In  the spring- ~ \ ~ ~ ; ~ ~ , - - : : : : :  
wheat region the weather wus generally favorable nncl all. g;fi;~,gE:::: 

6ver the mountain nnd plat,eau dist,rict.s of t,he West "ewz;:"N:y:;:: 
the weather was generally favorable ant1 veget.ation nincle 

in 7! esas and Oklahoma delayed field work and prevented Stations. 

the belt to t Y le enstward, but dry weitbher prevailed in the Doluth Yuln ..._.. 

ve etation made rapicl growt,h. u t .  Weatiier. ~ a . .  . 

Data 
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25 
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51 sw. 

56 ! sw. 

--r' 50 52 sw. e. 

51 j nw. 

vs 
loo- ity. 
- 
mis./hr. 

QO 
1 
57 
57 

65 
70 
51 
54 
52 
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%tr 

nw. 
nw. 
nw. 
w. 

nw. 
w .  
W. 
sw. 
sw. 

New York N. Y.. . . 27 
Pittsburgh: Pa ....__ 11 

Do ....___....... 13 
Do ....._......._ 27 

Point Heves Lieht. 
- I  

3! 

Syracuse k.Y ..... 27 

ca1 .... ."- . . . . . . . . . . 
Savannah, Ga _...__ I 
Sioux City Iowa.... 23 

Vrrlentin;, Nebr. - -. 25 

CONDENSED CLlMATOLOQICAL SDXXARY. 

I n  the following table are given for t,he various sections 
of the cliinat,ological servkc of t.he Wecther Bureau the 
monthly avernge temperature cmd total rtiinfall; the stn- 
tions re ortdng the highest, nnd lowest, teiiiperatares with 
dates o P occurrence; t,he st,nt.ions reporting the grent,est 
and least total recipibation; and ot,her dah ,  as indicat.etl 

The mem temperature for each seckion, t.he highest nncl 
by the several % eaclings. 

lowest t empernt ures, the average precipit ation, antl the 
greatest and least monthly amounts are found by using 
all trustworthy records nvailnble. 

The nieaii departures from normnl temperatures and 
recipitation are based on1 on records from stations that 

nuiiiber of such records is smaller than the total number 
of stations. 

Bave 10 or more years .o fy  observations. Of course the 


